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IN THIS SEMINAR...
KEY LEARNING OUTCOME: 
IMPROVING YOUR ESSAY 
PLANNING SKILLS

• home exercise discussion: small group discussion via 
Zoom Rooms followed by feedback on some of your 
examples

• theory: why plan? What are the main components of a 
plan?

• Interactive exercises:
⚬ Brainstorming session using Lucidchart
⚬ Live marking the structure of a short essay

• Questions and discussion



Home exercise - questions for discussion
• Split into three groups (we'll use the Zoom Rooms function).
• In your groups, discuss for 5 minutes:
⚬ What is the purpose of essay/dissertation planning?
⚬ When do you know it's the right moment to start planning 

your essay?
⚬ What components do you usually include in your plan?
⚬ What additions have you made to the plan in your home 

exercise and why?

Then we'll all get together in one group and we'll look through 
some of your home exercises examples and comment on them 
together.



Examples from you (1)



Examples from you (2)



Why write an essay plan?

IDENTIFY YOUR 
KNOWLEDGE GAPS
Putting a plan on paper (or in a digital document) will 
enable you to see where you need to gather more 
information or evidence. Perhaps you researched very well 
for writing the literature review, but you need more reading 
to back up your choices in the methodology section?

IMPROVE YOUR 
ARGUMENT
Good planning will allow you to see the 
bigger picture and assess what is missing in 
your argument. Are there any perspectives 
you missed? Add a sub-section!

DEVELOP YOUR CRITICAL 
THINKING
Review your essay plan as if you assess the plan 
behind an academic article you read. Can you 
spot any obvious gaps? What are its strengths and 
weaknesses? Have you read enough to start 
writing it?

KEEP YOURSELF 
FOCUSSED
Start from key headings and sub-headings, then add 
bullet points. What is the key idea in each paragraph 
of each sub-section?  Smaller writing tasks will 
motivate you more when you write, as you can tick 
one or two sub-sections every day!
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• The main aim of the body is to develop 
your argument and evidence every part 
of your argument
• Your evidence can be literature, case 

studies, your own original research or 
secondary data, depending on the aims 
and scope of your assignment
• Always check if your assignment has a 

set structure. Most dissertations will 
have: introduction/context, literature 
review, methodology, findings, discussion 
and conclusion. Each section is likely to 
have several sub-sections.
• One paragraph per thought

• How did the evidence in the body 
answer the (research) question you 
started with?
• How well was your argument supported 

throughout the body?
• How does your study contribute to the 

literature on your topic?
• What are the limitations of your study?
• What are the possible 

extensions/further research that can be 
built from your writing?
• Keep it structured, clear and confident. 

Don't deviate from the main topic

INTRODUCTION: 
WRITE WHAT YOU'RE 

GOING TO WRITE

CONCLUSION: TELL US 
WHAT YOU WROTE

AcademiaOne

BODY: WRITE IT

All essays have three main parts...

• What is the key topic and 
(research) question?
• What is your main argument?
• How are you going to argue 

this?
• What are the aims and scope of 

your argument?
• Make sure you have a clear 

question and an argument 
before starting to write - this 
will make the planning much 
easier!



• Lucidchart is a free software you can use for brainstorming and 
organising your essay plan

• Let's look at the key components of a plan...

• Essay question: What are the advantages and disadvantages of 
qualitative interviewing in researching social attitudes?

LIVE DEMO - BRAINSTORMING 
FOR ESSAY PLANNING USING 

LUCIDCHART
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• Essay from Development Studies
• Question: "Have development strategies in post-colonial Africa 

mitigated or exacerbated inequalities within countries? Explain 
your answer."

LIVE ESSAY MARKING - HOW 
DO MARKERS ASSESS YOUR 

STRUCTURE?
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QUESTIONS & 
DISCUSSION



Next week
Seminar 4: Building a good argument

An exercise on identifying and building arguments will be sent via email and discussed in the seminar.
Home exercises will be emailed to you every Monday morning - make sure to check your inbox before the 

Thursday class.


